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On Oct. 23 in Managua, National Police chief Rene Vivas told the Agence France Presse that the
cocaine traffic from Central America to Mexico and the US is effectively controlled by Central
American military personnel. He said the Salvadoran, Guatemalan and Honduran militaries are
the "main organization" with which drug traffickers in the region operate. Next, the police chief
said that Central American senior officers have the protection of their governments and of the
US government in their their drug-related activities. He added that the US Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) "knows what is happening." After asserting that the Nicaraguan government
is not involved in the drug traffic, but rather a victim of traffickers, Vivas said Central American
military personnel's involvement in the trade explains the absence of regional anti-drug cooperation
treaties. Vivas indicated that Interior Minister Carlos Hurtado is engaged in efforts to change
Nicaragua's status as a transshipment point for drugs bound for the north. While Nicaraguan
politicians share the view that drug trafficking must be eliminated, said Vivas, the country's
economic crisis prohibits dedicating resources to such efforts. He added, "To the present, no country
has offered us assistance." The police chief said that since the Colombian government commenced
its crackdown against drug trafficking organizations last year, the latter have been using the
Caribbean region as a transshipment area to move narcotics north. Beginning several months ago,
he said, drugs have been moved from San Andres, Colombia, to Corn Island and Little Corn Island
in the Caribbean. Under the former Sandinista regime (1979-1989), Nicaraguan police seized only
one kilogram of cocaine, compared to 600 kg. this year. (Basic data from AFP, 10/24/90)
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